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Changes in our church staff                                        by Pastor Chris Erdman
At UPC we have been extraordinarily blessed with a staff of individuals who serve
our congregation with great skill and loving care. That said, it is with regret that I
announce that Melissa Manion, our administrator, has decided to resign - she
wants to return to being a regular member of our congregation.   
     Melissa's been an immense asset to our team. Her creativity and sound
judgment have helped us to be more effective as a staff. She has been a solid
adviser to me, and has completed a number of projects while among us that have
helped us considerably.
     Since early spring, Melissa has worked with our Human Resources committee
to redesign our staff structure in a way that will be a better fit for our congregation.
When complete, the changes will eliminate redundancies, make us more efficient
and focused, and keep us good stewards of the money entrusted to us. She will
continue to offer us her expertise until the redesign is complete in the fall.
     Thank you, Melissa, for your hard work, dedication, and service to our people
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and enjoy your return to being an active member of the
congregation after this season on our church staff.

Ministries Updates
Southeast Asian Ministry
Let the Living Waters Flow - and Splash and Sprinkle and Drip!
Mark your calendars now for Sunday, Aug. 29, immediately after worship.
Everyone is invited to participate in the Lao Partners "Living Waters Festival" on
the patio and around the UPC campus.
     There will be games, displays, pictures, opportunities to learn about water
issues, good food and general fun. We will have activities for all ages, from little
tykes to people of a "certain age".
     Come and see what a Living Waters for the World water purification system
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looks like. Check out your general water knowledge in "Water Jeopardy." Pick
your team for a water relay, or just cheer on your favorite participants. Or perhaps
you will feel called to enfold a prayer in a dove to send to Laos with our Lao
Partners team.
      Enjoy a lunch of delicious spring rolls, chicken, sticky rice with
sauce and fruit - eating under the shade of our lovely trees or taking
it  home.
      Casual drip-dry clothes are the uniform of the day as we enjoy the blessing of
cooling waters and pray for the gift of clean water for our partners in Laos.
 Shhhhhhh! A special surprise activity is guaranteed to cool the hottest-headed
participants and generate laughs galore. Don't miss it!

Children's Ministry
Come have a cool time!
Members of UPC have taken the plunge to host pool parties for our
kids. Here are the fun details:
 � Sunday, Aug. 1, we are having a swim party after worship at
Margie and Al Nunez's house at noon. Pizza, snacks and drinks will
be provided. We will take $3 donations for snacks and pizza.
 �  Saturday, Aug. 21, go off the deep end at the home of Ruth and
John Kallenberg at 4 p.m. Again -- pizza, drinks and snacks will be provided.
�  Saturday, Aug. 28, Sherry and Rob Walling will be the poolside hosts. Stay
tuned for details on when to come jump in.

___________________________________

Where the wild and wet things are!
Wild Waters water park is having a deal on the price of admission on Aug. 7. The
cost is $10.23 for an all-day pass. We'll meet at UPC at 10 a.m. and return to the
church at 6 p.m. Children need to bring a sack lunch or money to buy lunch at
the water park.
    We are looking for parent volunteers for this trip to chaperon and carpool our
kids over to the water park. Please sign up at  Promiseland classroom No.4. 
Come on, don't be a wet blanket!

_________________________

Volunteers needed
We are looking for a few people to come help clean up and organize our Sunday
school classrooms so we can better serve our children. We also need a few
volunteers to help with Sunday School over the summer. Please contact Aimee
Dillon if you are interested, aimee@upcfresno.org

Other August events for kids
Children's Ministry wants to take groups of children to the movies
for free in August at Edwards Theaters at River Park.

Start times are 10 a.m.

Aug. 4, "Artic Tale." For older kids,  they could view "Kung Fu
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Panda."

Aug. 11:  Choose between "Clifford's Big Movie" or "The Spy Next Door."

There will be sign-up sheets in Promiseland Classroom No.4.  We would love for
parents to join in the fun and enjoy a bite to eat with us after the shows. Email
Aimee Dillon to join the carpool, or meet us at Edwards.

Congregational Care/small groups
Women's Bible study starts anew
In our rapidly changing world, understanding what the Bible teaches us
grows         more important all the time.  For a weekly "face to
face" Christian experience, you are invited to join the UPC
Wednesday morning Women's Bible Study Group.  Beginning
again Sept. 8, this year the group will be studying the Psalms. 
Each session begins at 9:15 a.m. with a time of prayer and
sharing, followed by our lesson.  If you have questions and to
order your study booklet, please call Laura Lindegren.  You will be warmly
welcomed.

Adult education
"21st-Century Christians"
This summer during the Adult Education hour, UPC is exploring
"Being a Christian in the 21st century."
     Here's what Adult Ed is tackling in August:
Aug. 1:    Is Torture ever Justified?
Aug. 8:    Understanding Iran
Aug. 15:  Caring for People with Alzheimer's
Aug. 22:  Gun Control: Is There a Christian Response?
Aug. 29:  Play hooky for the Lao Partners water festival!
  Come be a part of the discussions, 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. in the Great Room.

Music ministry
Rehearsals for all music groups will resume in September. Watch the September
newsletter and your connections insert in Sunday's bulletin for more details.

Upcoming Events
Get your A-game ready!
Join us for Mexican Train Dominoes and other table games. We are having
another fun-filled evening on Saturday, Aug 28th. Enjoy games and
snacks that everyone will bring to share. Bring your family, friends
and neighbors!! The more the merrier. So join us in the Great Room.
We start at 6:30 p.m. and plan to stop at 8:30 p.m., but that train
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might keep on rolling! Let us know if you will need childcare. Call
Kathy Scofield with your questions.

UPC 101
If you have noticed visitors among us, encourage them to attend UPC 101 on
Sunday, Aug. 22, right after worship. We will share coffee and cookies and will
answer any questions visitors may have about UPC. If you are a visitor, please
come! (No pop quizzes involved.)

UPC hosts Church Women United
Church Women United will hold their human rights meeting and luncheon
Saturday, Aug. 21, in the Great Room . UPC's Presbyterian Women will prepare
and serve the lunch.  The program begins at 11:30 a.m. with registration and then
lunch ($7.00 payable to Presbyterian Women). RSVP by Aug. 16. to Ruth
Kallenberg.

GALS'and More GALS'
Double dose of GALS' Night in August!! On Aug. 5, join in the fun as
we attend the Fresno Art Hop. Be at the church at 5:30 p.m. to
carpool. We are leaving at 5:45 so don't be late!  Then join us on our
regular GALS' Night (fourth Thursday of each month, August 26) for
Bunco at 7 p.m. in the Great Room.  No experience necessary - you just need to
know how to roll dice!! Great way to meet new people, so please come!

Clippers fire up the grill
Clippers will meet for their annual backyard barbecue Friday, Aug. 13, at 6 p.m. at
the home of John and Ruth Kallenberg. RSVP by Aug. 8 to Ruth and
John at 431-7681 or Ben and Cathy Douglas.  Bring something for
the grill as well as a salad or dessert.

Updating our directory
For three Sundays beginning on August 29, the Congregational Care Committee
will have a table set up with lists of members and friends from the church
directory after service. Please stop by and be sure your information is current for
our next directory.

Fall Prayer Retreat
You are invited to our annual Fall Prayer Retreat at the Old St. Angela Bed and
Breakfast Inn in Pacific Grove, owned by Dianne and Jerry McKneely.  This prayer
retreat allows for much prayer time alone with some guided
times and group reflection.  The retreat will begin Friday night, 
Nov. 5, and end at noon on Sunday (full-time participation is
required).
     Registration is on a first-come basis and will close on Sept.1. The cost for the
weekend is $200 per room, whether for couples or singles. Dinner on Saturday
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night will be "an evening out", with everyone paying for their own meal. If there are
more than can be accommodated, a waiting list will be set up.
     To secure your registration, full payment must be made, and is non-refundable
(but is transferable).  For more information, contact Pastor Tedd.

STARS make history
STARS (Seniors That Are Really Special) will be treated to a bit of living history at
their monthly meeting Wednesday, Aug. 18, at 1:30 p.m. in the Great
Room. Harell Gabel will be taking us to the life and times of Colonial
America.  Come join us for a fun afternoon.

Member Updates
Ken and Zoe Scott send thanks as they settle in new home
They write: "Sorry we are so late in sending our belated thank you for the
wonderful send-off on April 11. It was hard to leave family and 40 years of
friendship.  We have begun to make friends here at Tallgrass and also at the
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church. It has also been a blessing to have Fresno
friends stop by on their way east or on their way home to Fresno. We also want to
thank Ruth for making those arrangements for the April 11 reception and to any
others who helped that day. We were amazed and grateful to all of you who were
able to drop by that day. We only hope and pray that those of you at UPC
continue to have God's blessings.
   

  
 
In God's grace:
  Zoe and Ken Scott

Deadline for September

newsletter is Aug. 15.

 Please email articles to
Sarah Nettels and Melissa
Stephenson or leave
written articles in the
newsletter mailbox in the
UPC office.
 

Address Changes        

John and Joanne Beyers
6918 Hidden Brook Lane
Citrus Heights, CA 95621

  916-726-4660

         August Calendar  

3    Deacons 7 pm
5    Gals' Night 5:30 pm  
10  Session 6 pm
15  Poverello House    
      11:20 am
17  Prayer and Healing
       7 pm
18  STARS 1:30 pm
21  Church Women United
       11:30 am
22  UPC 101 class
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      10:30 am
24  Ministries meetings
       7 pm
26  Gals' Night 7 pm
28  Game Night 6:30 pm
29   Laos Partners Water  
       Fest 10:30 am

.
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