
The General Assembly of the PC(USA ) 
voted last June to recommend changes in 
the language of the Book of Order (our 
constitution) that many said would pave 
the way for the ordination of gays and les-
bians.  This sparked tremendous angst 
and furor among conservatives, who ac-
cused the PC(USA) of apostasy.  Some 
people changed churches.  Some  
congregations voted to leave the  
denomination, including a number in our 
own presbytery.  These reactions have 
serious and disruptive consequences. 
 

Over the last year every presbytery in the 
PC(USA )has voted either to affirm or re-
ject the recommendation of the General  
Assembly.  Although I have sat in many 
meetings where it was assumed that the 
presbyteries would vote to affirm the GA’s 
action, the vote is now in, and they have 
not.  All the furor, angst, and charging the 
PC(USA) with apostasy, has been, as  
Ecclesiastes says, “chasing after the 
wind.”  Nine times that phrase, “chasing 
after the wind” occurs in that little book 
about the human search for God’s  
purposes.  I wonder why? 
 

Am I saying that the issue is not impor-
tant?  Am I saying that it is settled, that 
there will never be another effort to move 
the denomination in a similar direction?  
No.  The debate will continue.  But I have 
learned this.  It is not as simple as it might 
appear.  I need to focus on the right stuff. 
 

 

Here at UPC we have written a little book-
let, Companions on the Way of Christ.  It 
tells our story and we ask all new mem-
bers to read it.  In it there is a brief discus-
sion of the lessons learned from the Ref-
ormation, and a description of a number 
of controversies the Body of Christ has 
engaged, like slavery and the use of alco-
hol.  Then these words:  “These are not 
unimportant issues and have divided faith-
ful people.  As a congregation, we seek 
not to avoid them, but neither do we wish 

to make fighting over these issues the 
defining center of our life together.  We 
trust the Holy Spirit to lead us as in the 
past to read Scripture faithfully by listen-
ing to diverse ways of interpreting the 
Bible.” (Italics added)  That is also what 
the PC(USA) has done, again. 
 

A very important thing happened in this 
current process.  It was not reported 
fully in the newspaper, so I report it to 
you now, based on the witness of a 
number of friends who were present at 
the time.  The Presbytery of San Fran-
cisco voted in a very surprising way.  It 
voted not to concur with the General 
Assembly’s recommendation.  The vote 
was close.  But that is not what I believe 
is truly important.  What is important is 
that the presbytery entered into the vot-
ing process as an act of worship, not an 
act of politics.  Engaging confession, 
scripture, and prayer, the presbytery 
took 2 hours to vote.  The reports were 
that the Spirit of God was experienced 
as clearly present. 
 

Does this mean that they finally “saw 
the light”?  No, it means they  
worshipped.  Does it mean that they 
caved to fear or pressure?  No, it means 
they worshipped.  
 

What I have learned is that interpreting 
all these things politically, fearfully, and 
trying to figure out motives, and  
Strategies, and outcomes, is “chasing 
after the wind.”  Taking a bumper sticker 
position like “God said it, I believe it, 
that settles it” is “chasing after the 
wind.”  I must listen to the words of  
Jesus.  “The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with  
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
(John 3)  The Spirit calls the Church to 
place our faith in God’s faithfulness.  It 
is his Church, and he will reveal the 
Truth. 
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Thank You To All Our Musicians 
As we approach the summer months, 
some of our musical family will be taking 
a summer break.  I want to take a  
moment to thank all those who  
participated in our music and drama 
programs.  We had many who passed 
through this year. 
 

Musicians include:  Jo Dull, David 
Knudson and the UPC Bell Choir, UPC 
Instruments of Praise, Men’s Ensemble, 
Women’s Ensemble, our Chancel Choir 
and our Praise Teams.  This past year 
our Praise Teams have grown to three 
different groups:  Adult Praise Team, 
College & Career Praise Team, and 
Son Daze Youth Praise Team, lead by 
John-E Kratt.  I’d also like to thank  
Kathleen Wilson, the director of our 
Children’s Choir.  One of those children, 
Bridget Rossi has quickly moved from 
the Children’s Choir and now  

participates in both Son Daze and our 
Chancel Choir. 
 

We have a wonderful group of  
thespians who participated several 
times this year:  Keegan Whitsitt, 
Mitch Salt and his mom, Kristen, 
Patricia Gabel and Laura Bare.  We 
were also blessed to have our Lao 
dancers participate several times  
during worship. 
 

During the summer we are looking for 
a variety of special participation.  If 
you are interested in singing, playing, 
dancing, reciting poetry… the sky’s 
the limit.  Please call me. 
 

Again, many thanks to all that have 
given so your time and talent so  
generously.  I’m looking forward to the 
months ahead.  Have a blessed  
summer. 

It’s not hard to find good things going on 
in this congregation.  We’ve just got to 
shift our gaze from the worrisome things 
that so easily take hold of us. 
 

Our 40th year anniversary bash is one of 
those good things.  A hundred-plus  
people sat around in the heat on a  
Saturday in May, listening to a band 
made up of some of our craziest  
musicians, talking and eating barbecue 
that cost us all of a buck-fifty per person 
to feed.  On Pentecost we baptized six 
persons—a few adults and a handful of 
little ones.  Then there’s Rachel Smith, 
a young adult who took the bull by the 
horns and with a group of energetic  
volunteers is planning this summer’s 
Vacation Bible School.  Our  
Presbyterian Women are just as  
energetic, seeking new ways to do  
useful little, yet important, projects 
around UPC.  Our youth served in  
mission this spring and led us in  
worship in such a profound way.  And 

this summer we send another project 
team to Laos, the next step to provid-
ing clean water for those living in rural  
areas. 
 

This kind of energy is good news for 
us during these times.  Economic 
stress, though unwelcome, brings out 
the best in people. 
 

This new energy is paired with a new 
emphasis on frugal stewardship.  Our 
Administrator has negotiated lower 
rates for fixed costs.  Our elders have 
directed staff and ministry leaders to 
spend only on necessities for  
mission.  And we’re creating avenues 
for greater involvement and structures 
to support those inspired by new  
energy for involvement. 
 

This kind of energy and commitment 
is good news because we know that 
families, couples, and individuals are 
under great stress—not only in the 
present but also over an uncertain  
                                    (Cont. pg 3) 

Good Things In Hard Times       by Pastor Chris Erdman 
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Heartprints                                                            by Susie Joy Mast 

Someone has said that hugs are very special gifts... 
and yet another indicated that one size fits all... 
I use the same size arms to hug the little two year old... 
the young teen-ager...and the full grown adult… 
and we all need hugs...no  matter what our age... 
and we never, never outgrow our need for hugs. 
 

To me, no one articulates it more eloquently than Jill Wolf… 
Why God designed such a heartwarming way to share His love… 
In her beautiful verses, entitled, “Why God Made Hugs”… 
 

“Everyone was meant to share… 
God’s all abiding love and care… 
He saw that we would need to know… 
A way to let those feelings show… 
So God made hugs...a special sign… 
And symbol of His love divine… 
A circle of our open arms… 
To hold in love and keep out harm… 
One simple hug can do its part… 
To warm and cheer another’s heart… 
A hug’s a bit of heaven above… 
That signifies His perfect love.” 
 

There’s nothing quite like a hug to express God’s caring love… 
to those who are hurting...in a thousand different ways… 
there’s nothing quite like a hug just to let someone know… 
how special they are to you...how much you appreciate them 
there’s nothing quite so nourishing as a reciprocal hug… 
where spirit meets spirit...connected by the Holy Spirit. 
 

May 23, 1995 
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Good Things…                              (cont. from pg 2) 
future.  Many of us cannot give  
financially as we wish to or as we once 
did.  And so, many are finding that there 
are many ways to be involved in God’s 
work and in one another’s lives. 
 

At the same time others have stepped 
up their giving.  This too is good news.  
While we have trimmed expenses we 
are still running behind budget, and 
summer is approaching.  While we are 
usually behind in the summer months, 
we have always had the cash  
reserves to bridge us into the fall.  But 
this summer our cash reserves are 

lower and keeping that bridge intact 
may be much more difficult for us. 
 

So, we ask you to give financially this 
summer and not to wait to catch up in 
the fall.  If you travel, would you  
consider sending in your check before 
you leave, or setting up a billpayer 
schedule online?  If a large number of 
us are more conscious about our  
giving this summer—even if it’s less 
then we’ve given in the past—we’ll 
build that bridge to the fall when our 
giving usually picks up again. 
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Clippers Are Going To the Zoo 
The clippers will be enjoying a tour of 
the zoo guided by Bob and Sue Smith 
and Pamela Caldwell on June 12 at 
10:00 am.   Roeding Park admission is 
free to seniors.  Zoo admission is $3.50 
for seniors plus $1.00 for the optional 

sting-ray exhibit.  We will be meeting 
at the Yosemite Falls Cafe located at 
4278 W. Ashlan Ave for lunch  
following the tour.  RSVP to the  
Douglas©. 

STARS 
STARS (Seniors That Are Really  
Special) invites all seniors to come for a 
cool day of music on Wednesday, June 
17 at 1:30 pm in the Great Room.  Our 
guest emcee promises a great  

afternoon of tunes, nostalgia, and fun. 
Refreshments too!  All music lovers 
are invited, even if you are not a  
senior! 

Waste Not, Want Not 
The grape juice leftover from  
communion is being boiled and made 
into jelly.  It will be sold at the PW  
Boutique on November 6 and 7 to  
benefit their mission projects.  We need 
your help in gathering empty pint and 
half pint jars for the jelly.  Even if you 

only have one or two jars to share, it 
will be a help.  Call Nancy Weiser and 
she will pick up any jars you have to 
donate, or bring them to her at church 
on Sunday morning.  Thanks for your 
help. 

July Game Night In the Works 
Mark your calendars now for our all-
congregation Summer Game Night. We 
will gather together on Saturday, July 
18, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  This is a  

family, all ages invited kind of evening, 
and will be loads of fun for everyone.  
Hope to see you there. 

Reel Theology Meets on June 27 
What do a black Madonna, a runaway 
girl, a Pepto-Bismal pink house, bees, 
and 3 eccentric sisters have in  
common?  Come to Reel Theology on 
June 27 at 6:30 pm and find out.  The 
movie is The Secret Life of Bees based 

on a book by Sue Monk Kidd. 
A question to ponder: One of the three 
sisters, May, in one scene states, 
"Sometimes not feeling is the only 
way you can survive.”  Have you ever 
felt that way? 

Gals’ Night 
Save Thursday, June 25, for a fun    
evening with your gal friends.  Check 
Connections for information about the 

evening, but you can count on     
laughter and fellowship with friends. 

It’s all  
happening 
at the zoo. 
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Our Christian love and sympathy are 
extended to those who struggle with 

health issues and to anyone in need of 
prayer. 

 

Presbyterian Women News 
June Meeting 
University Presbyterian Women will 
gather Tuesday June 9 for their annual  
potluck salad luncheon and brief  
meeting at 11:00 am in the Great Room.  
We will install new officers and receive 
the annual Birthday Offering.  All UPC 
women are welcome. Contact Ruth 
Kallenberg. 

Fall Boutique 
Moving?  Down-sizing?  If you have 
“treasures” that you think others would 
enjoy owning, consider saving them to 
donate to the Presbyterian Women’s 
annual Holiday Boutique, which will be 
held November 7 and 8. Contact Ruth 
Kallenberg for more information. 

Thank You From PW 
Presbyterian Women thank all of you for 
your recent support of the PC(USA) 
NetWorkers Mother’s Day Project.  This 
mission project provides thousands of 
mosquito nets to protect people from 
malaria, the leading cause of death in 

children under five in Africa. Your  
donations for Mother’s Day cards this 
year totaled over $700. What a  
wonderful way to honor mothers while 
helping others. Thank you! 

Book Talk 
What happens when a teenage boy 
leaves home and heads into the jungles 
to evangelize a murderous tribe of 
South American Indians?  For Bruce 
Olson it meant capture, disease, terror, 
loneliness, kidnapping, and torture.  But 
what he discovered by trial and error 
has revolutionized the world of  
missions. 
 

Nancy Youngs has 9 copies of this  
fascinating book entitled, Bruchko, for 
you to purchase and read.  This story 
will amaze you and remind you that 
simple faith in Christ makes  
everything possible. 
 

Join us on June 28 during the Sunday 
School hour for a book talk and light 
refreshments. 

If you would like the 
UPC prayer chain to 

pray for you, or  
someone else, call 

Sue Vinicor. 
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Our Graduates of Higher Learning 

Summer is quickly approaching and we 
are in need of counselors for Calvin 
Crest.  Counselors play an important 
role in the lives of the children who  
attend camp.  Many of those who have 
been to Calvin Crest describe it as  
being a pivotal moment in their Christian 
lives so please consider serving our 
youth in this special way. 
 

The dates for camp this year are  
Sherwood Forest and Jr. Hi, July 26-
August 1, and Sr. Hi, August 2-8.  We 
specifically need the following  
counselors: 

·  1 female, Junior year and age 16 
or older, for Sherwood Forest 

·  1 female, Senior year and age 17 
or older for Jr. Hi 

·  1 male, Senior year and age 17 or 
older for Jr. Hi 

·  1 female, college sophomore or 19 
years or older for Sr. Hi 

·  1 male, college sophomore or 19 
years or older for Sr. Hi 

 

For more information, contact Melissa 
Manion at the church office 439-8807.�

Summer Camp at Calvin Crest 

We are also very proud of our college 
graduates. 
 

Brooke Denni—Masters in Counseling 
from Fresno Pacific 
 

Kristin Pallas—in December from 
Fresno State, with a degree in Music 

Education.  She is now in the  
credential program 
 

Katie Schuman—Fresno State, with 
a BA in Liberal Studies.  She will start 
a dual credential program in the fall. 

UPC Vacation Bible School   
STUDIO GO! Game Show 
At Service Showcase kids will learn 
what it means to team up with God and 
go serve other people.  They will be  
introduced to people—young and old 
alike—who serve Jesus through their 
jobs or through special projects and 
hobbies.  Then kids will participate in 
large-group service projects as well!  
Each day will focus activities and  
lessons relating to the following:  Day 1:  
Go Lead,  Day 2: Go Risk, Day 3: Go 
Tell, Day 4: Go Obey, and Day 5: Go 
Serve 
 

VBS will be from July 13 through July 
17, from 9 am to 12 pm.  Activities will 
be for ages 3 years to 6th grade.  A 
$5.00 donation is suggested, but not 
required.  Registration begins on Sun-
day, June 7. 
 

On Friday, July 17, (the last day of 
VBS) we will have a special celebra-
tion and after VBS (from 9 am—12 
pm) lunch will be provided from 12 
pm—1 pm.  Then there will be Pres-
entations and Music: from  1 pm—2 
pm.  Parents, families, friends, pas-
tors, and UPC staff and congregation 
members are all welcome!  RSVP by 
Sunday, June 28,  for the Friday 
event.  (This will assist us and give us 
ample time to have a count for 
lunches,  chairs for set up, etc.) 
 

If you would like more information or 
would like to volunteer your time  
and talents, please contact Rachel 
Smith.  Look forward to seeing you at 
VBS!! 



WEEKLY EVENTS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 
 

1 
 

2 
Deacons 

7 pm 
 

3 
 

4 5 

 
 

Oneida Memo-
rial Service     

11 am 

6 

Presbytery  
Retreat 

7 am-4 pm 

7Paperback 
Book Collection 

 

Communion 

8 
 

 
 
 
 

9 
Presbyterian 

Women 11 am 
 

Session  
 Meeting 6 pm 

10 
 

11 
 

 

12 

 
 
 

Emmaus 
7 pm 

 

Clippers go to 
the Zoo 10 am 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 

Summer 
Worship  
Schedule 
Begins 

BP Screening 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
 

 

Prayer &  
Healing  

Service 7 pm 

17 
 

STARS 
1:30 pm 

18 
 

19 
 

 

20 
 

Free-
man/Sunderson 

Wedding 
4 pm 

21 
 

Serve at 
Poverello House 

22 
 
 
 

 

 

23 
Ministries  
Mtgs 7 pm 

 

 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

Gals’ Night 
7 pm 

26 
 

27 

Reel Theology 
6 pm 

 

Orchestra  
Rehearsal      

10 am-12 pm 

28 
 

Blood Drive 
9 am-12 pm 

 

 
 
 

29 
 

 
 
 

 

30 
 

 
 

    

Sunday 
9:30 Worship 
10:45 Teaching Hour 
9:30 Lao Worship 
1:00       Youth Praise Team 

Wednesday 
9:00 Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 GAYG (off site) 
 

Monday 
12:15 Staff Meeting 
 
Tuesday 
9:30 Women’s Bible Fellowship 
6:00 Scouts 

Thursday 
 
 
Friday 
6:00 PM Lao Music Team 
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of University  
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DEADLINE  
for the July 

Newsletter is  
June 15. 

UPC In the Community 
Music, Music, Music  We recently 
shared a wonderful joint experience 
when UPC teamed up with First  
Presbyterian Church for worship.  The 
choirs came together, as did our Senior 
Pastors, to lead in worship—one Sun-
day at First Pres and another at UPC.  
Since then, instrumentalists have  
expressed interest in doing a similar 
thing.  On June 27at 10 am, we are in-
viting all instrumentalists from both con-
gregations and beyond to come out to 
UPC.  We will play and talk about possi-
bilities for the coming season.  Whether 
you haven’t played for a while or play 
regularly, grab your instrument and 
come on out.  Encourage others that 
you know.   It will be a relaxing, fun time 
of fellowship among other players. 
 

Living Waters For the World 
Please keep praying for the Living  
Waters for the World advance team as 
they travel to Laos from June 27 to July 
8.  This trip is in preparation for the first 

LWW installation in November. That 
team will consist of John Bosavanh, 
Cordie Qualle, Sharon Stanley, and 
Wil Howie (Executive Director for 
LWW).  Plans for this trip include a 
stopover in Thailand to visit an  
installation and check on availability of 
materials and supplies.  The team will 
then travel to Luang Prabang in  
northern Laos to meet with govern-
ment officials, school officials, church 
leaders and others involved in installa-
tion of water purification system. 
 

The Central California Blood Center 
needs our blood in order to save lives.  
If you are 17 years or older, weigh 110 
lbs or more and have not donated 
blood for the past 8 weeks, consider 
signing up after church, beginning 
June 7th.  The Bloodmobile will be at 
UPC on June 28 from 9 am until noon.  
Please help us meet our goal of 13 
units of whole blood.  Questions?  Call 
Sandra Knudson. 
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Hours of Worship: 
     Sunday Morning Worship 
        9:30 AM One English Service 

Sunday Lao Service 9:30 AM 
     Sunday School 10:45 AM 
      

Pastors: 
Rev. Chris Erdman 
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Mr. John Bosavanh 
Mrs. Lorna Bosavanh 


