
JOYFULLY SHARING GOD’S BOUNDLESS LOVE WITH ALL IN OUR  
COMMUNITY WITHOUT LIMITATION, EXCEPTION, OR CONDITION 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

+ JANUARY 13, 2019 + 
 

“Just as water ever seeks and fills the lowest place, so the moment God finds you 
abased and empty, God’s glory and power flow in.”  

Andrew Murray (1828-1917), South African writer, teacher, and pastor 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION 
But now thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

Isaiah 43:1 
 

PRELUDE 
Cactus Harris, Organ 

 
WELCOME, CALL TO WORSHIP, AND OPENING PRAYER 

 

“Do not fear,” says the Lord. I am with you. 
I have called you by name; you are mine. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 

 

When Jesus was baptized by John, 
suddenly the heavens were opened. 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 

And a voice said, “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

Let us worship the One who calls us Beloved! 
 



* SONG OF GATHERING 
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” | No. 475 

 
LITANY  

Leader: Carolyn Gerheauser 
 

Glory to you, O God— 
your voice is over the waters, 

full of power and majesty. 
Your word shakes the wilderness 

and blesses us with peace. 
 

We give you thanks and praise 
that by the grace of our baptism, 

you have claimed us as well 
and poured out the gifts of your Spirit. 

so that we might be dead to sin 
and alive to you in Christ Jesus. 

 

Continue to pour out your Spirit upon us. 
Empower us to love and serve you 

and live as your faithful people, 
bearing witness to the good news 

of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 
“Spirit of the Loving God” | No. 288 

 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

(please turn and greet the people around you, and then be seated) 
 

A WORD FOR NEWCOMERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Leader: Carolyn Gerheauser 

(please pass the Friendship Pads at this time)   
 

CHILDREN’S INVITATION TO GODLY PLAY  

* Please stand in body or in spirit 
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+ THE WORD  + 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Matthew 25:14-30 | page 807 

 
RESPONSE 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
Rev. Dr. Brian Ross 

Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministries at Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary 
“Do Something” 

First in the Sermon Series: “Kingdom Parables” 
 

+ GIFTS TO GOD + 
 

OFFERTORY 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 

“Antiphon: How fair and pleasant art thou” Op. 18, No. 5 | by Marchel Dupré 
Cactus Harris, Organ 

 

* DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise Him, all creatures here below; 
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of heaven and earth, 

you call us to come in humility before you,  
bringing the offering of our very selves. 

By your Spirit, confirm in our hearts and through our lives 
the witness that Christ is Savior of the world and our Lord. 

Accept all we have and are, O God,  
in the service of Jesus Christ, 

and strengthen us with your Spirit’s power,  
now and forever. Amen. 
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+ RESPONDING + 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

+ SENDING + 
 

* SONG OF SENDING  
“God, Whose Giving Knows No End” | No. 716 

 

* BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE 
“He is Exalted: Toccata Jubilate” | by Twila Paris, Arr. by Fred Bock 

Cactus Harris, Organ 
 
 

Worship Team: Rev. Dustin Maddox, Associate Pastor; Rev. Dr. Brian Ross, Guest Preacher; 
Cactus Harris, Director of Worship & Arts & Resident Organist; Hailey Groves, Pianist;  

and  Casey Boggs, A/V Coordinator 
Leader: Carolyn Gerheauser 

Greeters: Ben & Cathy Douglas 
Ushers: Pam Higgins, Craig Howells, and David Manion 

 

* Please stand in body or in spirit 
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+ WELCOME TO UPC + 
We are happy you chose to spend your morning with us, and hope you make 
yourself feel at home. Feel free to follow along, or simply observe, as you feel 

comfortable. Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the left of the Sanctuary. 
 

New to UPC?  
Fill out the Friendship Pad when passed to let us know if you want more 
information about UPC. We invite you to any of our regular worship gatherings on 
Sundays. The 9 a.m. gathering is a traditional service with a choir and organ. The 11 
a.m. gathering is a contemporary service featuring a casual atmosphere and a 
band. And, we have a Lao Language service at 11 a.m. (except for the first Sunday 
of the month). 
 

Children in Worship 
Here at UPC, we value children being a part of our faith community and not an 
accessory to it. Because of this, children are welcome to stay in worship with us 
and sing, dance, clap, draw, and move about as they feel comfortable. Children’s 
Bulletins are available from an usher. There is a Family Room located at the back 
of the Sanctuary with a changing table, toys for the kids, and windows and audio 
so you won’t miss what’s going on in the service. We also have a Nursery (across 
the Courtyard) available for children from birth to age 4. 
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A message from Pastor Renn 

Friends, thank you so much for your prayers and encouragement the 
last few weeks. As we are celebrating having baby James with us for a 
little over a month now, we are finally settling into a comfortable 
rhythm of diapers, naps, and laundry.  James is doing great, and be-
sides from being a little tired, I am back to normal as well. Thanks 
again for being on this journey with us. Your notes, meals, and well 
wishes mean so much to us, and we miss seeing you all. Much love to 
you!  
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+ TODAY @ UPC + 

We welcome Rev. Dr. Brian Ross as our guest preacher today. Rev. Brian is an 
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministries at Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary and 
an occasional guest preacher at UPC. 
 

Current Sermon Series: "Kingdom Parables" | Jesus, among other things, is the 
greatest teacher the world has ever known. For eight weeks, we will become 
students of some of the creative, surprising, powerful, subversive, and 
transformative short stories called parables that Jesus used to bring us into — and 
change our expectations about — the nature of the Kingdom of God.  
 

Godly Play | Sundays @ 9:30—11 a.m. | Godly Play Room (Rooms 3-4) | Children 
ages 5 to 11 learn side-by-side to discover who God is and how their life is really 
part of God's great big story in the here and now.  

Adult Ed | On break because of Men’s Retreat | Resumes next Sunday  
 

.+ THIS WEEK @ UPC + 

The Contemplative Prayer Group | Monday evenings @ 6:30 p.m. | Rooms 3-4 | 
All are welcome to join in at any time, and no previous experience necessary. For 
more information, contact Cathy Wingert at 287-0286.  
 

Pub Theology | Tuesday, January 15 @ 6:30 p.m. | Sequoia Brewery (corner of 
Champlain and Perrin in the Piazza Del Fiore Center) | We can seat the first 35 
people, so you may want to show up early in order to ensure a spot for yourself.  
This month’s topic is “For the Bible Tells Me So”. Invite a friend. Drinking is 
optional, but with respect for our host we ask that you order something. For more 
information, contact Dustin at dustin@upcfresno.org or text him at 288-0083.   
 

Women’s Bible Study | Wednesdays @ 9:30 a.m. | Fireside Room | The women 
are studying Isaiah. For more information, contact Laura Lindegren at 299-1838. 
Thursday Night Bible Study | Thursday evenings @ 6:30 p.m. | Fireside Room | 
All are invited to join them in studying the Gospel of Luke. For more information 
contact Ceci Johnson at 348-9402. 
 

Clippers | Friday, January 18 @ noon | Great Room | Clippers welcome the New 
Year with a potluck. Bring a favorite dish and fresh ideas for activities in the 
coming year. For further information, contact Cathy Douglas at 299-1793. 
 



Food Distribution — Stocking Shelves | Thursday, January 17 @ 11:30 a.m. |  
Distribution | Saturday, January 19 @ 8 a.m. | Food Pantry item of the month is 
canned protein (tuna, chicken, etc.).  Volunteers are needed to help distribute 
food on the third Saturday of the month and to stock shelves on the previous 
Thursday. Make this a gesture of thanksgiving for our neighbors. For more 
information, email Pastor Dustin at dustin@upcfresno.org. 
 

Monthly Taizé Service | Sunday, January 20 @ 6 p.m. | Sanctuary 
Looking for a contemplative service? Taizé blends simple elements of prayer, 
song, and silence. The songs are taken from scripture and are simple one or two-
line refrains, repeated multiple times. As the refrain is repeated, instrumental and 
vocal harmonies are brought in creating a rich texture, all while remaining 
focused on a simple lyric. Come and experience the simplicity of this service.  
 

+ CARING FOR EACH OTHER @ UPC + 
We lift up in prayer members and friends of the UPC congregation who are 
facing health concerns or difficult times. We pray for Roland Bergthold, Richard 
Braddy, Margie Cobb, Betty Gist, Kim Johnson, and Dona Leonardo. 
 

If you would like to be placed on the prayer chain, contact Pam Higgins at 970-
4103 or email higgyrn@comcast.net. If you want your name to be listed for prayer 
in this publication, contact Kerry Neal in the office at 439-8807. 
 

If you have a pastoral emergency when the office is closed, call 387-4250, leave a 
message, and a pastor will get back to you.  
 

+ WAYS TO SERVE @ UPC + 
Flowers are needed for Sundays | Do you know someone who has an upcoming 
birthday or anniversary? Do you have flowers blooming in your garden? Contact 
Jeanette Hodgson at 974-8880 to sign up to provide flowers on Sunday morning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 



+ CONTACT US + 
1776 E Roberts Ave | Fresno, CA 93710 | (559) 439-8807  

info@upcfresno.org | www.upcfresno.org 


